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CHAPTER 414

GOVERNMENT - STATE

SENATE BILL 09-021

BY SENATOR(S) Kopp, Gibbs, Penry, Schwartz, Bacon, Boyd, Brophy, Foster, Harvey, Heath, Hodge, Isgar, Keller, Kester,
King K., Mitchell, Morse, Newell, Romer, Schultheis, Shaffer B., Spence, Tochtrop, White;

also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Scanlan and Levy, King, Lundberg, Apuan, Baumgardner, Gardner B., Gerou, Green, Kerr J.,
Massey, McFadyen, Middleton, Murray, Ryden, Schafer S., Summers, Todd, Vigil, Gardner C., Lambert.

AN ACT

CONCERNING INCENTIVES FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 23-60-304, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION to read:

23-60-304. Plans - development and implementation - credentialing - fees.
(6) THE BOARD SHALL ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENT WITH THE
DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO DEVELOP A
SYSTEM IN WHICH A QUALIFIED VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER MAY RECEIVE A TUITION
VOUCHER TO ATTEND COURSES AT AN INSTITUTION IN THE STATE SYSTEM OF
COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION
24-33.5-1216,C.R.S.

SECTION 2. 23-71-122 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW PARAGRAPH to read:

23-71-122. Junior college board of trustees - specific powers - rules -
definitions. (1) In addition to any other power granted by law to a board of trustees
of a junior college district, each board shall have the power to:

(w) ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENT WITH THE DIVISION OF FIRE
SAFETY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO DEVELOP A SYSTEM IN WHICH A
QUALIFIED VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER MAY RECEIVE A TUITION VOUCHER TO ATTEND
COURSES AT A LOCAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE, INCLUDING AIMS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
AND COLORADO MOUNTAIN COLLEGE, INACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-33.5-1216,
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SECTION 3. 24-33.5-1202, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION to read:

24-33.5-1202. Definitions. Asused in this part 12, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(8.5) "QUALIFIED VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER" MEANS A VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER
AS DEFINED IN SECTION 31-30-1102 (9), C.R.S., IN ACTIVE SERVICE AND
MAINTAINING THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF TRAINING IN A FIRE DEPARTMENT OF
THIRTY-SIX HOURS EACH YEAR.

SECTION 4. Part 12 of article 33.5 of title 24, Colorado Revised Statutes, is
amended BY THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTIONS to read:

24-33.5-1215. Volunteer firefighter tuition voucher fund - created. THERE
ISHEREBY CREATED IN THE STATE TREASURY THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER TUITION
VOUCHER FUND, WHICH SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION AND SHALL
CONSIST OF ANY GIFTS, GRANTS, OR DONATIONS FROM PRIVATE OR PUBLIC SOURCES
THAT THE DIVISION IS HEREBY REQUIRED TO SEEK AND ACCEPT. ALL MONEYS IN THE
FUND ARE CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED TO THE DIVISION TO BE USED FOR THE
PURPOSES SET FORTH IN SECTION 24-33.5-1216. ALL MONEYS IN THE FUND AT THE
END OF EACH FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE RETAINED IN THE FUND AND SHALL NOT REVERT
TO THE GENERAL FUND OR ANY OTHER FUND.

24-33.5-1216. Volunteer firefighters - tuition vouchers - community and
technical colleges. (1) (a) THE DIVISION SHALL COLLABORATE WITH THE STATE
BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION CREATED IN
SECTION 23-60-104 (1) (b), C.R.S., AND THE BOARD OF THE TRUSTEES FOR EACH
LOCAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 23-71-122, C.R.S., TO
DEVELOP A SYSTEM TO PROVIDE A TUITION VOUCHER FOR THREE CREDITS PER
ACADEMIC YEAR TO A QUALIFIED VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER WHO IS A FULL-TIME OR
PART-TIME STUDENT AT AN INSTITUTION IN THE STATE SYSTEM OF COMMUNITY AND
TECHNICAL COLLEGES OR A LOCAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND WHO AGREES TO
SERVE AS A VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER FOR NO LESS THAN FOUR YEARS AFTER
COMPLETING HIS OR HER EDUCATION AT THE INSTITUTION.

(b) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "LOCAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE" INCLUDES
AIMS COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND COLORADO MOUNTAIN COLLEGE.

(¢) THE DIVISION SHALL FUND THE TUITION VOUCHERS SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH
(a) FROM THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER TUITION VOUCHER FUND CREATED IN
SECTION 24-33.5-1215; EXCEPT THAT, IF THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER TUITION
VOUCHER FUND DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT MONEYS TO FUND THE TUITION
VOUCHERS, THE DIVISION MAY USE ANY EXISTING APPROPRIATION.

SECTION 5. Actsubject to petition - effective date. This act shall take effect
at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final
adjournment of the general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum
petition pursuant to article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution, (August 5, 2009,
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if adjournment sine die is on May 6, 2009); except that, if a referendum petition is
filed against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then
the act, item, section, or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date
of the official declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.

Approved: June 3, 2009



